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From Jeff’s Desk
Now that we’re off and running and knee deep into the second quarter 
of 2017, I don’t think anyone is complaining about a shortage of work!  
The year has started off booming, with virtually no end in sight.  We 
are already seeing a healthier economy nationwide, and in Arizona 
by comparison to recent years.  We’re seeing a shortage of workers, 
increasing interest rates, and are hearing rumblings on Capitol Hill 
about a very robust transportation highway bill that is in the works.  

These are all good things for the economy and for the Arizona construction industry.  The 
challenge, of course, will be managing the increased demands that will affect us all.

Having said that, we at Trafficade are reacting to the increased demands and are doing 
everything within our power to handle the upturn, without losing sight of our core values 
of prompt, dependable, and friendly people and service, all the while maintaining a healthy 
business culture.  Some key changes this year included promoting my father, Dennis Johnson, to 
President, promoting long-time employee Tiffany Rizzo to Vice President of Administration, and 
Jesus Nunez to Vice President of Operations.  We’ve also increased our fleet and employee count 
for all divisions, and will continue to do so as the year progresses.

Thank you for your business.  If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas about how we can 
better serve you, I’d love to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Jeff Johnson, CEO       jeff@trafficade.com

Jeff Johnson
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Trafficade Earns Cover Spot In 
Empire Cat Publication 
Trafficade’s Work Zone Milling & Paving Division and the company 
itself earned the coveted front cover position in the Winter 2016 issue 
of “On the JOB”, a glossy color publication produced and distributed 
nationwide by Caterpillar.

The feature article begins with a light-touch profile on Trafficade  
founder and CEO. It begins, “As a child, Jeff Johnson was so fascinated 
by lights to the extent that he would flick a light switch on an off just  
for the effect.”   (Continued on page 2)



(Continued from page 1) 

The three page piece is titled ”No Barricade to 
Success”. Its specific focus is on our Work Zone 
Milling & Paving division’s purchase last year of 
a Cat 272D 2 Skid Steer Loader with a PC 408B 
Cold Planer attachment. This new machine 
quickly became a division key player. It has 95 
hp—40% more powerful than the other models 
in its class. It can lift up to 3,200 pounds which is 
60% more weight than the average machine in 
this weight class.

The article quotes Jeff Johnson: “We love our 
new Cat 272D2. We have the super high-flow 
package, which means we get twice the efficien-
cy and twice the productivity with this machine 
over a standard cold planer milling machine.”

Also mentioned in the article are the comments 
of our Work Zone Milling & Paving division man-
ager Joe Guelke, who also has some nice things 
to say for the machine’s variable speed control 
for milling... “so operators can’t mill faster than 
what the machine is able to produce.”

The Cat article also contains this company pro-
file: “Today, Phoenix-based Trafficade is one of 
the largest privately owned traffic safety com-
panies in the nation. Having grown to a staff of 
more than 240 employees and with 160 vehi-
cles--- municipalities, utilities, and contractors 
rely on Trafficade’s prompt 24-hour service.”

More info? We have a few copies of “On the Job”, 
featuring our Cat 272 D2 at our office. We’ll be 
glad to reserve one for you. Just call us!
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Plays Starring Role  
In Waste Management 
Phoenix Open

655,434. That’s a record. The 2017 annual Waste 
Management Phoenix Open attracted a record 655,434 
people over its four-day tournament run at TPC 
Scottsdale earlier this year. Massive crowds included 
a single day record of 201,906 on Saturday, February 
4th. This year, Trafficade provided all the traffic control 
services for the event.

This was quite a challenge for traffic control—one met 
head on by Trafficade. “Trafficade did a great job,” said 
Jeff Juettin, the veteran point-of-contact between 
long time tournament sponsor The Thunderbirds, 
Trafficade, ADOT, Phoenix Traffic Engineering,  and 
Scottsdale Traffic Engineering. “(Trafficade’s) Jesus 
Nunez was very attentive, especially during the 
planning process. He was thoroughly engaged,” said 
Juettin, of Nunez, who observes his 12th anniversary 
with Trafficade this year. “We had a lot of contact with 
him over the planning phase.”

The Waste Management Phoenix Open made use of 
Trafficade’s multiple divisions: supplying the traffic 
control barricades as well as all the specialty event signs.

Photos supplied by Jesus Nunez



2 3

2017 was the first year that Trafficade and Juettin 
have worked together as part of the Phoenix Waste 
Management team. For Juettin 2017 was the 30th year 
he has served in his Water Management planning 
and liaison role. It was not the first time Trafficade and 
Juettin have worked together. “That was PIR (Phoenix 
International Raceway),” Juettin says.

Traffic planning for the Open is a year round adventure, 
Juettin explains. “More than barricades there were 
various components of Trafficade’s services. Basically 
they designed the traffic flow and they worked closely 
with traffic engineering on how to do that, because 
of the volume of traffic there—even on the non-
event days,” Juettin said. “We take a look at where our 
estimated crowd is going to be and try to estimate how 
fast those people get in and get out and the impact that 
will have on the normal traffic pattern.” Jeff said there 
are multiple traffic signal timing patterns for different 
days of the week and different times of day.

Juettin said the placement of barricades is a process 
that started about five weeks before the Tournament 
begins. “For different phases there are different amounts 
of traffic barricades that are put in place, depending 
on how close they are to the tournament site. The 
closer we get to the Tournament, the more barricade 
requirements we have because of the infrastructure 
set up with the trailers and the anticipation of heavy 
pedestrian traffic.”

In addition to Jesus Nunez, Jeff Juettin singled out for 
mention Ray Bilby, Ray Galaviz, Jesus Duarte, and Juan 
E. Martinez, who was on site for most of the days.

According to Juettin, as the Tournament gets closer, “We 
increase the amount of infringement of the traffic that we 
have, and we also have a step down process following the 
tournament as we open up the roads as the trailers and 
different infrastructures are removed from the roadway.”

Some specific stats: Jeff Juettin reports that “a quarter of 
a million people were in attendance on this year’s event’s 
Saturday afternoon (Feb 4th). We get more on Saturday 
than most tournaments get for the whole tournament. 
Waste Management Saturdays are the second largest 
single day attended event in the country. The only thing 
bigger is the Indianapolis 500”. 

What’s In a Name?
Over the tournament’s 80 year history, the Open has been 
known by many names, including the Western Open, the 
Arizona Open, the Ben Hogan Invitational, the Phoenix 
Open, the FBR Open and now the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open. The tournament has been played at 
Phoenix Country Club, Arizona Country Club and the 
TPC Scottsdale. The TPC Scottsdale has been the home 
course of the tournament since 1987. 2017 marked the 
31st consecutive year the tournament has been played 
at the TPC Scottsdale. Aside from the TPC Sawgrass (31 
years), TPC Scottsdale has the longest continuous stretch 
a Tournament Players Club has hosted a PGA TOUR event.



Project Spotlight: 
Ames Construction at Work on Interstate 19; 
Trafficade’s Contributions: “Awesome”

Ames Construction Company is 
the general contractor on the first 
phase of a project to replace the 
existing Interstate 19 interchange 
at State Route 86—also known as 
Ajo Way—in Tucson. Construction 
on the mammoth project started 
in January of 2016 and is expected 
to be completed in February of 
next year. Trafficade is providing 
the traffic control services on the 
job and, in the words of Ames 
Construction’s Project Manager 
Chris Kane is “doing an awesome 
job”. Trafficade’s CSR is Johnny 
Hooper, who observed his 18th year 
with Trafficade this past February.

ADOT refers to the  I-19 job as a 
new single-point urban interchange 
(SPUI) that will improve traffic flow 
and enhance safety for motorists 
traveling on Tucson’s west side. I 
-19 serves as a regional corridor 
connecting Nogales, Arizona and 
northwestern Sonora, Mexico, with 
Tucson and provides access to I-10. 
Ajo Way provides access to the 
Tohono O’odham and is commonly 
used to reach the popular tourist 
destination of Puerto Penasco, 
Mexico—also known as Rocky Point.
    

About Ames Construction

For 55 years, Ames Construction has 
been delivering quality construction 
services to our customers. 

Founded in 1962, the company 
started as a small, family-run 
earthwork contractor that served 
a community. Today, Ames has 
grown into a full-service, heavy civil 
and industrial general contractor 
that serves customers throughout 
North America. While maintaining 

corporate offices in Minnesota, its 
regional offices are strategically 
located in multiple geographic areas 
in the US and Canada to support 
and serve our customers’ ever-
evolving project demands.

Throughout its historical journey, 
Ames teams have worked on various 
large and complex construction 
projects for clients in diverse 
industries. Its proven ability to 
self-perform and produce quality 

work within budget, along with a 
reputation for performance under 
adverse conditions and demanding 
schedules, has earned the company 
the opportunity to work with many 
customers on a repeat basis.

Ames Construction remains a family-
owned enterprise, deeply rooted 
in a strong work ethic that “values 
business relationships built on 
honesty, performance and mutual 
trust,” a company spokesperson said.

4



5

Originally approved by voters in 1985, the Arizona Department of Trans-
portation’s (ADOT) 22-mile long South Mountain Freeway is the third 
and final segment of the Loop 202 freeway.  An integral element of the 
region’s adopted multimodal transportation plan, the new freeway will 
add much needed transportation capacity in the southwest valley and 
Ahwatukee areas and help to alleviate traffic congestion throughout the 
southwestern and central Phoenix metro area.

And Trafficade’s products will play a big part in Connect 202’s construction. 

Connect 202 construction partners are Fluor Corporation, Ames Construc-
tion Inc., and Granite Construction Inc.  ADOT notes that this is the largest 
single highway construction contract in the state’s history. 

“Our core team members’ experience working together includes over $6 
billion in active transportation projects throughout the U.S.,” an ADOT 
spokesperson said.  

According to Trafficade Vice President Tiffany Rizzo, “when Connect 202 
was put together the companies that came together to do the work joint-
ly decided to self-perform the traffic control services. They are getting 
ready to self-perform these services on different aspects of the project. 
Trafficade is selling them all the things that need to be in the field: Mes-
sage Boards, Arrow Boards, Barricades, Signs, Lights, Flashers, and Flags.” 

Trafficade Selling a “Mountain” of Supplies
To Connect 202’s Fluor-Ames-Granite
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It’s called The Weldon Building, 
so named because of its prime 
Phoenix location near Trafficade’s 
headquarters complex. It represents 
another step in Trafficade’s 
commitment to its core values of 
being “Prompt, Dependable and 
Friendly,” and its commitment to 
develop continuing resources for 
our customers.

Centrally located at 3113 West 
Weldon Avenue, Trafficade’s 
Shoring, Sales, Estimating, and 
Traffic Control Plan departments 
have relocated to this new facility. 
That occurred this past February. 
This 2+ acre new addition provides 
much needed room for growth for 
our shoring inventory, delivery, 
and its fleet. Its 12,000 sq. ft. office 
building is designed to serve several 
purposes: classroom, conference 
room, and additional office space. 
The Weldon Building is a host for 
conference and training sessions as 
well as for in house staff meetings 
and customer training.

Comments Trafficade CEO Jeff 
Johnson,” This new building is 
further proof of the impressive and 
continued growth of our Shoring 
Division. It is also an example of how 
deeply we are committed to our 
customers in offering continuing 
training classes in Competent 
Person and Confined Space.”

He noted that the company’s first 
Competent Person Training Class 
was held in February.

Also, as part of our centralization 
plan to better serve our customers, 
we have moved our Paving Division 
from Chandler to our Phoenix 
headquarters location.

Our new Shoring  
        Branch facility is up and running

Tools of  
the Trade
All set for our first Confined Space 
instructional class are these tools 
of the trade to teach our contrac-
tor customers all they will need 
to know about the latest in OSHA 
requirements. Our in-house Con-
fined Space instructor is Wayne 
Reed, who received his certification 
from National Utility Contractors 
Association (NUCA) and has 19 
years’ experience as an instructor 
in Confined Space and Competent 
Person information.
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Water Main

Breaks 
Keep Us Busy
While a good portion of the cities of 
Phoenix and Scottsdale slept, Traffi-
cade crews were on the job placing 
barricades to help speed reconstruc-
tion of several water main breaks. It 
was all in a day’s work.

For example, last fall media coverage 
was extensive, reporting that gushing 
water flooded streets near McDowell 
Road and 21st Avenue. The calamity 
occurred at 2 am. A City of Phoenix 
spokesman said a semi hit a fire 
hydrant, closing westbound lanes and 
reducing westbound McDowell Road 
to one lane.

In another incident, The Grinch 
arrived in Phoenix a few weeks 
before Christmas at 32nd Street and 
Camelback Road, bringing with him 
a water main break that sent “rivers” 
cascading through the affected area. 
A City of Phoenix spokesperson, 
Stephanie Bracken, said wear and 
tear, rather than the Grinch, was the 
reason for the calamity. Cold Decem-
ber nights combined with warmer 
December days caused the aging 
pipes to expand and shrink in cycles 
that eventually spelled disaster. Once 
again, Trafficade crews were on the 
scene immediately setting up barri-
cades and redirecting surprised and 
angry motorists, while Phoenix city 
work crews solved the problem.

Said Trafficade CEO Jeff Johnson, “We 
are proud to say that Trafficade is the 
one that Phoenix, Scottsdale--and 
other Arizona cities--rely on when 
there is a major water main break, or 
any emergency. Our 24-hour crews 
are on the site to divert traffic in a 
short amount of time, protecting 
both the public and workers.”
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Geo and Jose Gutierrez

This issue of Trafficade FLASH places its Employee Spotlight on Geo and Jose 
Gutierrez. Both are important members of our excellent team of CSRs and are 
approaching their fourth year of service with Trafficade. 

Geo, whose real name is actually Geovane, has been with Trafficade for almost 
four years. He made the transition from a former traffic control company who 
went out of business. Geo had been with that firm since 2001 and climbed the 
ladder of accomplishment success there starting as a driver, then becoming a 
dispatcher. In 2013, the year he joined us as a driver then graduated into dispatch 
and then CSR, a position he has held with us for the past two and a half years. 

Jose shares the personality traits of his older brother, personable, knowledgeable, and 
cool under pressure, and blessed with an attitude of terrific personal service.  Jose 
quickly showed that he was of CSR team caliber. He’s quite a busy guy, and as the City 
of Phoenix’s CSR, he is involved in a host of parades and marathons, in addition to the 
other demands the City’s various departments require on a daily basis. 

Geo and his wife, Vanessa, recently observed their 15th wedding anniversary in 
April. They have three children.

Jose and his wife Michelle have been married for 10 years. They have  
four children.

Employee Spotlight

The Brothers Gutierrez

www.trafficade.com   

Meet our First Intern: 

Mackenzie LaFond joined us as an Intern last December and has 
been making great progress, working in our various divisions. 
And what good tutors she has: Dennis Johnson, RJ and Tiffany 
Rizzo, Martin Ramirez, Eddie Avalon Jr., and Michael Villareall. 

She is the daughter of one of our former employees, Rick LaFond, who recently 
came out of retirement to join the advertising sales team of Arizona Contractor  
& Community magazine. Mackenzie is a busy young lady, In addition to her  
Trafficade duties, she works part time at a Chandler restaurant and is taking courses 
toward completion of her bachelor’s in business degree at Northern Arizona  
University (NAU), as well as courses at Mesa Community College for an associates  
in interior design. 

Mackenzie tells us, ”After my spring graduation, I plan on then attending NAU to 
complete my bachelor’s in interior design, with hopes to own my own interior 
design firm.”

Mackenzie is a Chandler native. She graduated from Chandler High School in 2009. 
Her hobbies include doing things with her family, mom and dad and her half-sister 
Minette and brother-in-law Brian, her friends, as well as dining and traveling. She is 
also an avid ice skater.

Trafficade Employees’
Years of Service
6 Years
Linda Winiecke ............................................................... 10/12/10
Joe Guelke ......................................................................... 8/20/10
Lorenzo Gordillo .............................................................. 6/28/10

7 Years
Ricardo Luis Chavez ........................................................ 3/12/10
Jack Dodd .............................................................................7/6/09

8 Years
Don Reary.......................................................................... 5/28/08
Klaudio Xamo ................................................................... 5/21/08
Jesus Luna ......................................................................... 6/30/08
Kristhian Martinez ........................................................... 9/15/08
Ignacio Ramirez ............................................................... 9/18/08
Juan Garcia Castro ........................................................... 9/03/08
Pedro Navarette ............................................................... 10/9/08
Elmer Lemus ..................................................................... 1/16/08

9 Years
Lamberto Novarro ..............................................................6/4/07
Juventino Tovar ................................................................ 6/11/07
Martin Ornellas ................................................................ 7/23/07
Cesar Anchondo............................................................... 8/13/07
Santos Vega ...................................................................... 4/23/08

10 Years
Alberto Hernandez  ......................................................... 2/15/07
Fernando Hernandez ...................................................... 2/15/07
Frank Peregrina  ............................................................... 7/14/06
Juan E. Martinez ..................................................................6/6/06
Jamie Hoyt ........................................................................ 9/22/06

11 Years
Dodie Evans .........................................................................6/6/05
David Arellano.................................................................. 2/15/06
Jesus Nunez ...................................................................... 8/31/05

12 Years
Cirenio Gamboa ............................................................... 5/11/04
Jorge Moreno ......................................................................3/1/05
Steven Phillips .....................................................................6/4/04
Richard Hollen .....................................................................6/9/04
Indalecio Barrera ............................................................. 7/26/04
Jeff Conant ...........................................................................8/2/04
Michael Martinez ............................................................. 8/16/04
Jesus Duarte ........................................................................6/8/04
Eddy Rubio ...................................................................... 11/11/04
Roberto Aguilar ............................................................. 11/29/04

13 Years
Omar Lopez .........................................................................4/5/04
Ben Hernandez................................................................. 7/14/03
Juan V. Martinez  .............................................................. 7/14/03
Dean Glesge...................................................................... 9/18/03
Ricardo Lugo..................................................................... 9/19/03

14 Years
Mike Cartwright ..................................................................8/1/02
Conrad Perez .................................................................... 2/20/03
David Taylor ...................................................................... 9/30/02
Monty Crank ..................................................................... 12/9/02
Martin Ramirez................................................................. 3/17/03
Rick Rogers ..........................................................................3/7/03
Saul Duenes ...................................................................... 3/11/03

15 Years
Pat Lynch ........................................................................... 5/21/01
Ricky Hernandez .................................................................8/2/01
Abel Duenes ..................................................................... 10/1/01
Naul Hernandez ............................................................... 10/1/01
Juan Nevarez .................................................................... 10/1/01
Lisa Moreno .........................................................................2/4/02
Esteban Reyes .................................................................. 10/1/01
Salvador Hernandez ..................................................... 10/11/01
Leonardo Estrada........................................................... 10/16/01
Doone Baker ..................................................................... 10/1/01
Javier Castillo ................................................................... 10/1/01
Jeff Davis ........................................................................... 10/1/01
Mike Donnelly .................................................................. 4/22/02
Luis Aguilar ..........................................................................1/5/02

16 Years
Tiffany Rizzo ..................................................................... 12/4/00
Carlos Osterman .............................................................. 3/12/01
Jesus Aldama .......................................................................6/5/00

17 Years
Tal Crank ............................................................................ 7/29/99

19 Years
Johnny Hooper................................................................. 2/23/98

20 Years
Bear Orozco .........................................................................9/1/96

21 Years
Freddie Garcia .....................................................................6/5/95
Ricky Perez ........................................................................ 1/21/96

Mackenzie La Fond


